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and birds occupy a place of importance as human beings. In
Valmiki Ramayana some animals and birds are deified. The
similarity between the man and the ape is stressed in the story of
Ramayana. The animals that aided Rama were monkeys and
bears. It is said that the monkeys were the sons of Gods, born
for the express purpose of helping Sri Rama. Hanuman was the
most powerful of the Monkey-chiefs. His loyalty to Rama has
become proverbial.
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Hanuman was born of an Apsara, called Anjana Devi, and
therefore called Anjaneya. His father is Wind God. As soon as
he was born he saw the rising sun which he mistook for a fruit,
and leapl into the sky to catch it. The terrified luminary, the
Sun, took to fight. Hanuman chased him. Indra who saw this
hurled a thunderbolt on 'Hanuman which wounded him in the jaw
and he felled him to the earth. When Wind God threatened to
take vengeance on Indra, for having thrown Hanuman his son,
Indra apologised and granted Hanuman the boon of immortality.

Hanuman was specially selected to bearch for Sita by the
Monkey-Chief, Sugriva. Coming to know that Sita had been
carried away by Ra\anu, he climbed to the top of the Mountain
Mahendra and started coursing through the sky, towards Lanka.
He came across Samudra Raja on the way. The latter asked him
to relax himself on the hill which he raised from the Ocean, before
proceeding further. Hanuman started afresh, towards Lanka.
A Rakshasi named Surasa opened her mouth to swallow him.
Her mouth was fabulously big. Hanuman suddenly contracted
hirnselfto the size of a thumb,entered her mouth, assumed his vast
form and came out of her right-ear leaving her as a carcass that
fell into the sea. This incident is described in the first Sarga of
Sundarakanda of Valmiki Ramayana. Also, another Rakshasi
called Simhika tried to eclipse Hanuman by controlling his shadow
while he was coursing through the Sky. Rut, Hanuman proved
too powerful for her. In this chapter, Valmiki wants to emphasize
that Hanuman had the godly qualities of strength, valour, bravery
and determination. Those who desire strength, physical and mental,
worship Hanuman. In Bhagavatam, Durga, the sister of Lord